THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

years the city again fell to the Marathas and Moghal
authority departed entirely from Gujarat. The Peshwa
now appointed a Viceroy of Gujarat in the person of
Sadashiv Ramchandra, who took over the government
of the province and caused new coins to be struck at the
mint in Ahmadabad. Scarcely had he set up the new
Government, however, when he went into Saurashtra to
collect money. Gogha now became the property of the
Peshwa, and Sadashiv Ramchandra, journeying from
Porbandar to Junagadh, desired to place a Maratha
Governor at the latter place, but for some reason or other
did not carry out his intention. The following year he
again entered the peninsula and marched against Dhran-
gadhra. Gajsinhji Jhala sent an army from Halwad to
aid his wife, and while Halwad was thus denuded of
troops a Maratha force surprised the town and Gajsinhji
was taken prisoner, after a desperate struggle round the
palace. He was held captive until payment of a sum of
rather over one lakh of rupees purchased his release, which
did not take place before several months had elapsed.
Other chiefs, taking to heart the lesson so rudely brought
home to Gajsinhji, paid their tribute without demur, and
after again visiting Junagadh, the Marathas returned to
Ahmadabad.

On the death of Sher Khan of Junagadh in A.D. 1758
he was succeeded by his son, Mahabat Khan, who was
at first quite unable to cope with the anarchy and intrigue
which surrounded him on every side. Scarcely had the
new Nawab been proclaimed when his aunt, Bibi Saheba
Sultan, sister of the late Nawab Sher Khan, seized him
with the help of some Arabs, confined him in the Uparkot,
and proclaimed her grandson, Muzafar Khan, to be
Nawab. Hearing of the confusion at Junagadh, another
member of the Babi family, Jawan Mard Khan of Sami-
Munjpur, in Gujarat, considered the opportunity to be
a good one for uniting the property of the two branches
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